
Torbrex Community Council 
Newsletter - Winter 2008 In the spring of last year Torbrex 

Community Council ran a number 
of taster courses for day time 
activities for adults. The results 
were very positive and Torbrex 
Community Council is now 
working with staff from Active 
Stirling and the 7th Stirling 
(Beechwood) Scouts to identify a 
possible starter class to be held in 
the Beechwood Scout Centre in the 
early spring of 2009. 
 

A questionnaire is enclosed with 
this newsletter, together with a reply 
paid envelop. If you are interested 
in being able to access a day time 
activity in the Beechwood Centre, 
we would be grateful if you could 
take the time to complete and return 
this questionnaire.  
Your response will help us to 
identify a sustainable option to offer 
to local people as an Active Stirling 
supported activity. 
 

The St Ninians Community 
Development Trust is organising an 
environmental fair in the early 
spring of 2009. The fair aims to 
highlight the great range and 
number of environmental activities 
which are being undertaken by 
schools, voluntary groups, local and 
national statutory bodies and 
services of Stirling Council in the St 
Ninians Area.  

The fair will be held in the Main 
Hall of Stirling High School, 
Torbrex Farm Lane, St Ninians on 
Monday the 23rd February 2009 
from 7.00 pm to 9.00 pm.  

There will be an opportunity for you 
to see what groups and bodies have 
been doing and, more, importantly, 
the chance to talk to individual 
members of the groups and bodies 
about their work, their plans and 
their hopes for future developments.  

The event is open to members of the 
public and you are very welcome to 
come along and find out more about 
what groups are doing to improve 
your local environment. 

The environmental fair will be 
followed at 9.00 - 9-30 pm by a 
short Annual General Meeting of 
the Trust.  
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Community Council  
Meeting Dates 2009: 
Wed  28  Jan SHS 
Thur  26  Feb SNP 
Tue  31  Mar SHS 
Thur  28  May SNP 
Tue  30 Jun MC 
Wed  22 Jul MC 
Thur  27 Aug SNP 
Tue  29 Sep SHS 
Wed  28 Oct SNP 
Thur  26 Nov SHS 
(7.15 pm – 9.15 pm) 
SHS Stirling High School 
SNP St Ninians Primary School 
MC Mayfield Centre 

Friends of Beechwood Park  

Meetings are scheduled for 
Tues 20 January 2009 and 
Wednesday 18 March 2009 in 
Stirling High School at 7.30pm.  
New members are always 
welcome. 

Traffic Management Scheme 
for Torbrex 

Three public meetings, letters to residents 
and individual contacts with Stirling Council 
staff identified a number of issues:-  
·  Overall 20 mph zone status  
·  Cedar Avenue, Springwood Avenue and 

Laurelhill Place as heavily used routes 
(and buses) 

·  side roads, which might/would be 
affected by traffic calming on main 
routes  

·  Design and siting of cushions and humps  
·  Design and location of other speed 

control features, particularly at junctions  
·  Torbrex Village through traffic  
·  Impact of calming on cyclists. 

As a result of comments received, 
modifications are being made to the original 
draft proposals. Following an average speed 
survey on Laburnum Grove, speed humps 
have been removed from the plan and the 
situation will be monitored. It is expected 
that legal applications will be published soon.  

These applications, together with information 
about how to access the details and to object 
to or support the proposals will be published 
in the local press. The Community Council 
has taken up the issue of safety on Polmaise 
Road and Torbrex Road as a separate issue. 

We hope to have a link to the applications 
details on our web page www.torbrex.org.uk. 
 

Activities for Older People 

St Ninians Environmental Fair 



The Friends of Beechwood Park 
(FoBP) was set up a year ago as a 
sub-committee of Torbrex 
Community Council. 

Although nothing much appears to 
have happened to the park over the 
summer, a great deal has been 
happening behind the scenes.  The 
development of the Beechwood 
Park Masterplan (see below), 
would realise two of FoBP’s aims.  
Beechwood (and other parks in the 
city) will benefit from improved 
management by coordination 
between the various council 
departments. 

The park has suffered from a lack of 
funding in the past and has 
undergone some significant change 
in recent times with the construction 
of the new Stirling High School.  
Stirling Council also intends to 
carry out some much needed 
improvements to the existing play 
area.  

This prompted the formation of a 
group consisting of interested local 
residents called the Friends of 
Beechwood Park, a sub-committee 
of Torbrex Community Council. 
The group has been engaged in a 
dialogue with the Council on how 
the play area could be improved and 
in the course of discussions a 
number of issues arose which relate 
to the park as a whole, not just to 
the play area.   

Stirling High School Eco Club has been established for nearly six years.  
We all work very hard on trying to create a better environment for pupils 
and the local community by engaging in various school-based projects and 
working in the community. 

 Our biggest local issue at the moment is tacking the longer term challenge 
of litter.   We are also working to build a poly tunnel within the school 
grounds. This will provide us with an area where we can grow plants for our 
parks. The tunnel will provide an ideal setting for both learning and 
teaching.  We would like to build on the poly tunnel project by working 
with the local community to create a community market garden where we 
can grow produce for local people to buy.    

 

In 2007- 08, 57% (by weight) of the 
council’s domestic waste came from 
grey bins and was sent to landfill. 
23% came from brown bins and was 
composted at Polmaise. 20% came 
from kerbside boxes and was 
recycled. This means that some 
43% of Stirling’s domestic waste is 
being directed away from landfill. 
Well done local residents and the 
council’s waste management team. 

More can be done. How can we 
help? There are three things we can 
do; make sure that only organic 
garden waste goes into the brown 
bin. Please, no flower pots, hoses, 
etc – these should go into the grey 
bin. Secondly, put out your kerbside 
box regularly. Lastly, the kerbside 
collection will now take all types of 
plastic bottle including both still and 
carbonated drinks bottles. Keep up 
the recycling. 

 
Friends of Beechwood Park 

There will also be development of the 
whole park and not just the play area.  
FoBP is one of the interest groups to 
be consulted. 

The public consultation exercise held 
last April provided valuable 
information about what park users 
want and these will provide guidelines 
for developments. Our grateful thanks 
go to all those who participated. 

FoBP have obtained £10,000 grant 
from the Breathing Spaces Lottery 
Fund for environmental work to the 
park as part of the wider development 
now being planned. 

Beechwood Park Masterplan 
Stirling Council considered that this 
is an opportune time to prepare a 
masterplan for the whole park to 
address issues and set a template for 
the future development of the park.  
The council engaged consultant 
Landscape Architects, Connon 
Design, to prepare the masterplan. 

During the next few months a draft 
masterplan will be put together in 
discussion with local groups. This 
will then be put out to wider 
consultation. Details will be on the 
Torbrex Community Council web 
site, www.torbrex.org.uk. 

If you would like to express any 
views on the future of the park please 
contact Torbrex Community Council 
or Bob Connon direct, on 01236 
780660 or by sending an email to 
info@connondesign.co.uk. 

 

Stirling High School Eco Club 

First year pupils and members 
of the Eco Club are joining with 
members of the Friends of 
Beechwood Park to undertake 
regular litter picks in the park 
and along Torbrex Lane. 
Working with the wider 
community helps close the 
educational divide and provides 
a great deal of understanding 
for all parties.    

The Eco Club will always endeavour to encourage pupils of Stirling High 
school to be the good citizens. 

Stirling Council Domestic Waste Collection 


