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Stirling   High   School  Public   Private   Partnership    –    New  School  and  Housing  

You will have noticed that work on the new 
Stirling High School is proceeding quickly. In 
fact, progress is in advance of the planned 
completion date. Pupils and staff are scheduled 
to move into the new building in February 2008.  
The developers will then begin the demolition of 
the existing school and start the phased 
construction of some 200 houses and flats.  
The developer of the new school has contributed 
monies towards the improvement of traffic 
management. A new roundabout is being built at 
the junction of Torbrex Farm Road and Torbrex 
Road. New footpaths have been built in 
Beechwood Park to link a gate in the new school 
boundary to existing paths in the park. This gate 
will be open while the school is in use and 
locked at other times. 

The housing developer will also be contributing 
monies. to fund additional primary school 
accommodation for the expected two extra 
classes coming from the new housing. A large 
number of pupils already attend St Ninians 
Primary School and there will be a future review 
of primary school catchment areas within the 
district of Stirling. We understand that it is 
unlikely therefore that this money will be spent 
on St Ninians Primary School.  

There is a statutory requirement for Local 
Authorities to engage in a formal consultation 
when there are proposals to make changes to 
school catchment areas. There will be an 
opportunity therefore for the parents and the 
public to be consulted on Stirling Council 
Children’s Services proposals. 

More money will be used to increase the safety 
of roads around the new Stirling High School. 
Stirling Council Roads Department will be 
holding a public consultation to agree priority 
areas and specific projects.  

 

Lastly, the housing developer will be 
contributing money towards the redevelopment 
of existing facilities and creation of new facilities 
for young people in Beechwood Park. There will 
be a consultation in the spring of 2008 about the 
possibilities for new development in the park. 

Stirling Council Children’s Services staff are 
holding a Public Private Partnership meeting in 
the existing Stirling High School at 7.00 pm on  
Thursday the 6th of  December 2007.  

If you wish any information on or have any 
queries about the new school, the move of pupils 
and staff, the demolition and reconstruction on 
the existing school site or the use of monies 
being paid by developers, you are welcome to 
attend.  

Please note that, the meeting on the 6th of 
December is the last opportunity you will have to 
raise issues or concerns about the move of pupils 
and staff into the new building before the move 
takes place. It will also be your last opportunity 
to raise issues about demolition and housing 
development work on the existing site before 
work starts.  

If you have any issues which you wish to raise 
with Torbrex Community Council prior to this 
meeting or you have issues you wish the 
Community Council to bring up at the meeting 
on your behalf, contact the Chairperson or 
Secretary. Details of contacts are given on the 
back page of this newsletter. 

You can also contact any of your three Stirling 
Council local ward councillors. Their details, 
together with information about contacting them, 
are given on the last page of this newsletter. 



 

 

 

 

  

Beechwood Park Football Pitch 
There have been a number of changes to the 
arrangements for the football pitch over the past 
year. Active Stirling manages the pitch, together 
with the pavilion, the mini-traffic area and the 
BMX track. They decided to retain a full sized 
football pitch.  

Beechwood Park Redevelopment 
The mini traffic area in Beechwood Park has 
been a well loved amenity for children and 
parents for decades.  But it, the children’s play 
park and the BMX track are showing their age.  

The developer of the new houses to be built in 
the grounds of Stirling High School is providing 
funds to renovate these facilities, introduce new 
ones and improve safety. Torbrex Community 
Council is working with neighbouring 
Community Councils, local groups and Stirling 
Council Children’s Services staff to plan how 
this money might be best spent.  

In Spring 2008, a two day consultation event will 
be held in the Beechwood Scout Centre. Staff 
from Stirling Council Children’s Services and 
members of the local community will be on hand 
to answer questions and note issues and views.  

Questionnaires will be given out to users of the 
park and to local residents providing additional 
feedback. Fuller details of the consultation, 
together with questionnaires, will be given out 
with our Spring Newsletter. 

 

The pitch can also be used by younger players, 
with temporary goal posts placed across the main 
pitch. The Community Council hopes that teams 
and their supporters enjoy the newly laid out pitch. 
The new car parks within the new Stirling High 
School, once these become available, will provide 
a much needed parking space for supporters. 

Beechwood Scouts 
The 7th Stirling Beechwood Scouts are working 
hard redeveloping their ageing Beechwood Scout 
Centre. Torbrex Community Council and the St 
Ninians Community Development Trust have been 
supporting them in their search for funds. 
The scouts have now sufficient funding to 
construct a new security fence and gate and 
redevelop the area of ground around the Centre. It 
will enable the exterior of the building to be 
improved, new doors and windows installed and a 
new floor to be laid in the main hall. If you would 
like more information about these exciting 
developments, come along to the Community 
Council meeting in St Ninians Primary School at 
7.15 pm on Tuesday 27th November. For more 
information on Beechwood Scouts see their web 
site at www.7thscouts.com 

If you are interested in volunteering to help the 
scouts with their activities for young people, 
please contact David Mitchell on 07930 322 067 
(e-mail David.Mitchell@gsi.gov.uk). 

 

Friends of Beechwood Park 
With the loss of Williamfield and the impending 
loss of the grounds of Stirling High School, 
Beechwood Park is the last remaining large public 
open space in our area. A group of local people 
have met over the past few months to look at ways 
of giving users of the park and local residents a say 
in its development and maintenance.  

If you would like more information about the 
group, would like to join them or learn more about 
developments in Beechwood Park, come to their 
first public open meeting in Stirling High School 
on Thursday 22nd November at 7.00 pm. 



Stirling Council Roads PPP Strategy 
As indicated earlier in this newsletter, the 
developer putting new houses on the existing 
Stirling High School site is providing funding for 
the improvement of traffic management in the 
residential areas surrounding the new school and 
housing development. This funding will not be 
available until after the house building begins, 
probably starting from the summer of 2008.  

The monies will be used to improve traffic safety 
in local streets. No decisions have been made 
about the specific sites to be improved. The 
location of these sites will be the subject of 
detailed consultation between Stirling Council 
Roads Services and local residents. 

As there is likely to be additional funding from the 
third phase of housing development at Wordie 
Road, the consultation process will include local 
residents from the Borestone Community Council 
as well as from Torbrex. 

Stirling Community Hospital 
Members of Torbrex Community Council 
attended the NHS Forth Valley Annual Review 
held in Stirling Royal Infirmary (SRI) on 
Monday 22nd October. Nicola Sturgeon, Cabinet 
Secretary for Health, presided over the rRview.  

Ian Mullen, Chairman of the Forth Valley Health 
Board indicated that the Board was planning for 
the development of a community hospital for 
Stirling based on the SRI site. The future role of 
the hospital could include:- 

·  Rehabilitation and intermediate care services; 
·  NHS continuing care for older people with 

complex needs; 
·  Palliative care; 
·  Day hospital services; 
·  Base for multi-disciplinary and multi-agency 

rehabilitation teams; and 
·  Possible development of in-patient resources 

for primary care. 

Torbrex Community Council understands that 
the present NHS after-hours service would also 
continue on the SRI site. Ian Mullen indicated 
that the new model for the community hospitals 
is dependent on continued success in joint 
working with the three local authorities to 
resolve issues of delayed hospital discharge. 

In responding to questions from the review 
panel, the Chairman and colleagues indicated 
that £50 million was budgeted for the 
development of the community hospitals in 
Falkirk and Stirling.  

The Board accepts that there would be 
differences in the needs of the two community 
hospitals in Falkirk and Stirling due to the 
difference in distance from the new acute 
hospital in Larbert. They also recognised that the 
existing premises on the SRI site might not be 
suitable for meeting the needs of the new 
community hospital.   

The move of services from the existing Falkirk 
and Stirling acute hospitals to the new hospital at 
Larbert will be staged over several years, 
probably from 2009 to 2011. The first services to 
move will be the planned services from Falkirk. 
The last to move will be the emergency services 
from Stirling. Finally, the Chairperson assured 
the meeting that Stirling Community Health Care 
Partnership would be providing local people with 
the opportunity to engage in planning and 
developing this exciting new facility.  

 

Orchard House 
Plans for the resource centre at Orchard House, 
including accommodation for six Stirling City 
GPs’ practices are about to be submitted to Stirling 
Council Planning Committee.  

Following the raising of a number of issues, 
including the availability of parking and the 
difficulty of public transport, we understand that 
Forth Valley Health Board is undertaking a “key 
stage” review of the project.  

Torbrex Community Council will be keeping in 
touch with developments and will be 
communicating with local residents through the 
community section in the Stirling Observer. 

 

Activities for Older People 
Torbrex Community Council, supported by a grant 
from Stirling Council’s Area 3 Forum, ran a highly 
successful “Activities for Older People” pilot in 
the spring of 2007. Four courses were attended by 
a total of more than 50 individuals. Activities 
included community singing, heritage walks, 
music and movement and tai chi.    

With support from the Area 3 Forum grant and 
help from Active Stirling, Torbrex Community 
Council will be undertaking a survey in the spring 
of 2008 to determine what day time activities older 
people in Torbrex would wish to access. Fuller 
details will be included in the Torbrex Community 
Council Spring Newsletter. 



 St Ninians Community Development 
Trust Limited 

The St Ninians Community Development Trust 
was established on 22nd November 2002 by the 
three local Community Councils of Borestone, 
Broomridge and Torbrex and the Cultenhove 
Opportunities Partnership. It was formed as a 
Company Limited by Guarantee with no share 
capital. It is also registered as a Scottish Charity  

The Trust was set up to promote any charitable 
purpose for the benefit of the inhabitants of the St 
Ninians area of the City of Stirling. The Trust 
seeks to achieve these aims by promoting and 
supporting co-operation between the local and 
statutory authorities and local voluntary 
organisations.  In particular, the Trust works 
closely with the three local Community Councils, 
the Cultenhove Opportunities Partnership, the 
Local Area Forum and Stirling Council. 

A major aim of the community plan was to aid 
young people in establishing facilities. Members 
have worked with staff from Stirling Council on 
behalf of young people in the St Ninians area to 
help establish a youth space in the Mayfield 
Centre. Much effort went in to applying for grants 
for them. Unfortunately the main source of funding 
was unable to assist at the moment, but we will be 
trying again.  

Fortunately, the local Area Planning Forum set 
aside £8,000 from its funding towards the Youth 
Space. The funding was directed through 
Broomridge Community Council. In addition 
Broomridge and Torbrex Community Councils 
have donated £300 each to assist the young people 
with materials. The Trust has also matched £675 
from Torbrex Community Council to enable the 6th 
Beechwood Scouts to purchase two picnic benches 
for their new outdoor activities area. 

The Trust is organising a fair in the Mayfield 
Centre from 7.30 pm to 9.30 pm on Monday the 
10th of December, 2007. If you would like to find 
out more about the Trust’s activities, would like to 
help local groups with their fundraising or are a 
member of a local group looking for fundraising 
support, come along and join Trust members and 
local groups in the Mayfield Centre. 

The meeting dates for 2008, all on a Monday in the 
Mayfield Centre at 7.00 pm, are - 25th Feb, 26th 
May, 29th Sept and 1st Dec (AGM) 

 

 

Your Stirling Council Councillors  

Following on from the 2007 Local Authority 
elections, Torbrex is now part of the larger 
Stirling East Ward. The Ward is served by three 
councillors, Andrew Simpson, Neil Benny and 
Scott Farmer. You can contact them by phone at 
the low call Stirling number 0845 2777000 or e-
mail them at:   
 Simpsona@stirling.gov.uk 

Bennyn@stirling.gov.uk 
Farmers@stirling.gov.uk 

Torbrex Community Council Meetings 
Torbrex Community Council meets in Stirling 
High School (SHS) and St Ninians Primary 
School (SNP) at 7.15 pm to 9.30 pm. The 
following dates have been agreed:  

Tues 27 Nov SNP Tues 24 Jun SNP 
Wed 19 Dec  SHS  Wed 30 July  SHS 
Thur 24 Jan 2008  SNP Thur 28 Aug   SNP 
Tues 26 Feb SHS  Tues 23 Sept SHS 
Wed 26 Mar SNP  Wed 29 Oct SNP 
(No April meeting)  Thur 27 Nov SHS 
Thur  29 May AGM SHS 
Your Community Councillors 
Alex White, Carolyn Edward, Brendan 
Docherty, Genia Graham, Jim Docherty, Julia 
Leftwich, Murray Dickie, Robert Johnston and 
Sue Ridler.  

Contacting your Community Council 
If there are any issues which you would like to 
be discussed, come along to one of our monthly 
meetings or contact the Secretary or Chairperson 
– details below. 
Chairperson, Murray Dickie, 6 Manse Crescent, 
Stirling FK7 9AJ            Tel: (01786) 472449  
e-mail: murray.dickie@btinternet.com 

Secretary, Jim Docherty, 30 Birch Avenue, 
Stirling FK8 2PN           Tel: (01786) 463735 
e-mail: DochertyRandJ@aol.com 
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Stirling Public Partnership Forum 
Are you interested in your New Acute Hospital 
in Larbert and the new Community Hospital in 
Stirling? Stirling Public Partnership Forum is 
meeting on Wednesday 5th December 2007 at 
7.00pm in the Council Chambers, Viewforth, 
Stirling. FK8 2ET. 


