Friends of Beechwood Park

UPDATE : December 2008

Dear Member/Supporter,

Update on developments regarding Beechwood Park

I indicated in the early summer that I would try to provide news and information on developments relating
to Beechwood Park about every six months to people who had kindly indicated either their wish to be an
active member of the recently established Friends of Beechwood Park (FOBP); or who simply wish to
support and be kept informed about our work.

It is now just about a year since FOBP was set up as a sub-committee of Torbrex Community Council.
Although some of our time has been spent trying to get ourselves organised, we have been busy already in
a number of ways in trying to become involved in the development and future of Beechwood Park. One of
the most significant issues was the proposal to spend a considerable amount of money in providing new
facilties for children and young people — mainly play facilities. Whilst this is to be welcomed in principle,
FoBP did have concerns about the way this proposal focused solely on one group from the wide
community who use the Park; and we therefore were joint organizers of a significant consultation which
took place in the Spring of 2008. There was a good response to this consultation, and very valuable
information and comment emerged.

Meanwhile, working in association with our Community Council and a consultant to Children’s Services,
we were successful in applying for a £10,000 award for environmental improvements to the Park.

There has been a period over the summer of considering the implications of the information emerging from
the consultation exercise; and now significant developments are starting to get underway. In early October,
a meeting took place: involving representatives of FOBP and our Community Council with a range of
Council Officials who manage the Park. It was agreed at that meeting that, in the context of Stirling
Council’s emerging Green Spaces Policy, a “Masterplan” process will be adopted — as a pilot scheme - to
prepare and implement a planning and development strategy for Beechwood Park: to take account of
development of the Park over the next 5 — 20 years. This will take a bit of time to put in place fully, but the
first stages are already under way. Stirling Council has contracted a professional design consultant to
progress planning for a revised and more “holistic” approach to the future of the Park. He will be seeking
the views and hopes of a wide range of groups and individuals who use Beechwood Park; and
representatives of FOBP have been one of the earliest to be invited to put forward ideas.

One other thing. To try to work towards one of our aims — keeping the Park clean — you may come across
some of us doing regular “litter picks” with Stirling High School pupils on Thursday mornings, and along
with members of the High School’s Eco Club every month on Fridays.

So, Friends of Beechwood Park are off to a busy start — with significant developments to take place over
next year. (A more formal summary of our first year’s work is provided overleaf.) I shall provide another

update next summer. Once again, thank you for your interest and support, which is much appreciated.

Hirek Kwiatkowski (Convener : Friends of Beechwood Park)



