
Friends of Beechwood Park (FoBP) (a sub-committee of Torbrex Community Council): Action 

Report of meeting of  14
th

 July, 2009.  

 
( Please note that our next meeting will take place in Stirling High School on Wednesday 17

th
 

September,  2009. ) 

 

  
Present. Murray Dickie; Hugh Gillies;  Wilson Jamieson; Hirek Kwiatkowski (Convener); Mary 

Kwiatkowski; Ian Robertson. 

 
Apologies received.  Margaret Duff; Valerie Millgan; Bill Sim; Evelyn Sim.  

 

1.  Reports of meetings held on 18th March and 14th May  2009 were accepted as an accurate record. 

 

2. Matters arising from Report   

 

a) Mary Kwiatkowski reported from the Funding Group that the sum of £496, which the 
Group had successfully obtained from Sons of the Rock, had now been used to purchase 

a class set of  aprons, wellies and gloves, as well as compost to help get the SHS 

polytunnel venture underway. 

 

ACTION. An opportunity for Nick Cooke, Secretary of Sons of the Rock to visit the poyltunnel 

project in the new school session to be arranged by Trudi Togneri. FoBP to provide an 

update of progress within 12 months.  

 

b) With regard to the decision at the May meeting  not to undertake any litter-picking over 

the summer, Hirek  indicated that, over the first two weeks of the school summer holiday, 

there appeared to be significantly less litter in the Park. It was agreed  to monitor the 

situation to see if this improvement was sustained over the rest of the school summer 
break – with the possibility of a pick late in the summer.  Meanwhile, Hirek will start 

arrangements for a schedule for litter picks when school returns – when he receives 

details of the session calendar from Trudi. 

 

ACTION. Hirek to contact Trudi again for session 2009-10 calendar details; and then to 

prepare litter pick dates schedule for first two terms 

 

c)  It was noted that, in response to the Beechwood Park Masterplan consultation, a full 

response had been submitted to Connon Design, as requested, by the required deadline – 

following  contributions, draftings, discussion and final documentation by FoBP. 

 
3. Following communication from Brendan Docherty that he had decided to resign from the position 

of Vice-Convener and from FoBP, thanks and appreciation were recorded in relation to the very 

considerable input that Brendan had brought to the work of FoBP; and it was agreed that Hirek 

should write to Brendan on behalf of the group – and sending a copy of this Report in which our 

thanks are recorded.  

 

ACTION. Hirek to write to Brendan on behalf of FoBP, expressing the sincere thanks of  

FoBP 

 

4. Hirek reported that, following upon a recent meeting of the Community Council at which Sandy 

McLean from Streetscape had been present, he had e-mailed Sandy to raise yet again the FoBP 

request for more litter bins and dog bins (regarding which Wilson Jamieson and High Gillies had 

been in contact with the Council nearly a years ago). It was note that one new (and very sturdy) 

litter bin has appeared. 



Murray Dickie also reported on a meeting he had had the previous day with Jim Fisher of 

Streetscape and the Council Dog Warden to walk around Beechwood Park and immediate area to 

monitor the situation regarding dog fouling and dog bins. It has been agreed that, as part of the 

strategy by Torbrex C/Council to inform, support and educate dog owners regarding responsible 

behaviour in the Park in relation to dog fouling, Jim Fisher will advise when a “sweep” of Torbrex 

Lane (where dog fouling is a very serious problem) will take place.  

 
5. Regarding the Beechwood Park “Masterplan” process, Hirek reported  that that he and Murray 

Dickie had attended a meeting of the “Steering Group” for the Masterplan project. This had been 

very much an “interim” meeting, since Connon Design are still analysing the returns from the 

Consultation; and it is now expected that the proposed  final version of the Masterplan  will be 

available for the Steering Group to see and comment on towards the end of August – with a view 

to a final “sign-off” of the Masterplan  by end of August. Hirek and Murray had made a point, at 

the meeting, of pressing the need to start planning ASAP for the strategy for plantings to be 

funded from  the “Breathing Spaces”  Big Lottery award – due to be completed, and reported upon 

to the Big Lottery, by 23rd December. 

Hirek also indicated that, in the absence now of Brendan Docherty, he had asked Wilson Jamieson 

to join Murray and himself at the Masterplan Steering Group meetings  – to which David Crichton 
of Stirling Council has readily agreed. The next Masterplan Steering Group meeting has now been 

scheduled for 27th August. 

 

A copy of  Minute of the Masterplan meeting of 18
th

 June has been issued to all members 

of FoBP. 
 

 

6. The presentation from Angela Mitchell from “Going Carbon Neutral” was cancelled – due to some 

problems of attendance at this meeting. Murray Dickie informed the group that Ms. Mitchell is 

due to attend the August meeting of Torbrex C/Council; and it can then be judged whether or not 

it is appropriate to invite her to a future FoBP meeting. 
  

7. Under AOB, the following matters were raised:  

 

• Hirek  raised the possibility of meetings of FoBP in 2010 being every three months – in 

view of the fact that the confirmed Beechwood Park Masterplan and the (possibly 

modified) strategic plan of the FoBP group will have set the overall direction of 

development of the Park. He asked members to think about this – and will raise the 

matter again at the September meeting in order to confirm 2010 meeting dates.  

 

ACTION. Hirek to agenda 2010 meeting dates for September meeting. 

 

• Murray reported that Torbrex C/Council is currently in discussions to stop the illegal 

parking by e.g. football clubs and supporters at entrance to Beechwood Park and 

Gardens; also, he intended to approach relevant authorities to have restricted parking 

times on the small car park at that point. 

 

---------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Provisional agenda for meeting of  17
th

 September  2009 : 

 
 Litter picks in new school (2009-10) session 

    Beechwood Park “Masterplan” : update and initial actions 

   Dates of meetings for 2010 

   Convenership of FoBP for 2010 

 

Remaining meeting dates for 2009 :    Thursday 17
th

 September SHS 

Thursday 12
th

 November: SHS 


